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My name is Marina and I come from 
Helmand province in Afghanistan. As a 
child, I dreamt of being a Bollywood 
princess. I grew up in a country, where 
we were unable to express ourselves 
freely. 
When I came to Denmark, it was 
important for me to develop myself and 
live out my dreams. The local language 
school put me in touch with The 
�9�Q�O�G�P�i�U���/�W�U�G�W�O���K�P���#�C�T�J�W�U�����Y�J�Q���U�G�P�V��
me a mail about Gellerupscenen (the 
former name of EUTOPIA Stage).
When I first met the people who worked 
in Gellerup, I was shy, but they helped 
me with theatre language, and acting 
exercises. Music was important. Nikola 
played guitar and played so well, that we 
were all moved.  
The play was about women travelling in 
different situations. My role was about a 
girl called Malala in Afghanistan in 1880. 
Once rehearsals were underway, it 
became more exciting, but it was a little 
hard to be on stage and in front of the 
camera. I had never tried it before, so I 
was shy and nervous at the start, but 
after a lot of practice, I got used to it. We 
helped each other with the show and 
gave each other praise and energy for a 
job well done. The performances for the 
public were also a success, and we got a 
lot of praise and compliments. The 
beautiful things I have experienced and 
learnt will be a memory for me, and I will 
never forget them. 

Marina Bahir
cast member
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In the beginning, it felt more like a fitness 
class than a rehearsal. But it was very 
interesting to take part and experience 
what happened.  I used to think, if you were 
in a play, you would get a role and learn it 
�D�[���J�G�C�T�V�����m�2�N�G�C�U�G���Y�Q�W�N�F���[�Q�W���I�K�X�G���O�G���C���X�G�T�[��
small role? My Danish leaves a lot to be 
�F�G�U�K�T�G�F�m����
�6�J�C�V�i�U���Y�J�C�V���+���O�G�C�P�V���V�Q���U�C�[���V�Q���$�T�K�I�K�V�V�G������
It turned out we had to shape our roles 
ourselves, and that the text did not 
necessarily have to be in Danish. That was 
the first surprise.  
I had my doubts about how good the result 
would be, but the process itself was very 
exciting. The second surprise was the 
music Nikola Diklic wrote specially for our 
play: interwoven Slavic and Oriental 
motives on a deeply lyrical foundation. This 
reflected the essence of our show.  
Working with Brigitte has broadened my 
understanding of theatre.  
Thanks to masterful direction, completely 
ordinary people created a coherent piece of 
theatre out of some chaotic fragments. We 
created a play, which was accessible to 
other completely ordinary people. That was 
the third and biggest surprise. 

Larisa Martinova
cast member
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